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Army Corps stimulus funds to include NFSS remediation 

by Terry Duffy 
Lewiston Porter Sentinel, May 9, 2009 

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Buffalo District, reported last week that funding has been secured under President Obama’s 
government stimulus initiative to address long-standing problem areas at the Niagara Falls Storage Site on Pletcher Road. 

“I’m pleased to announce recovery funding for U.S. Army Corps of Engineers projects,” said U.S. Rep. Louise Slaughter, whose 
28th District includes Niagara County and the NFSS. She reports that $11 million of the $29 million appropriation from the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act will be geared to the Corps Civil Works program in the Buffalo District for 2009, to 
cover projects under its Formerly Utilized Sites Remedial Action Program (FUSRAP).  

Of the $29.5 million appropriation, nearly one-third, or $7.750 million, will be spent at NFSS to address two long-standing 
problems – the highly decayed and contaminated Building 401 former steam energy plant complex on its southern end, and 
security concerns prevailing on the 191-acre site. 

Visible from its Pletcher Road entrance, the derelict Building 401 complex served as the main boiler facility for the former Lake 
Ontario Ordnance Works in its early days during World War II. One of a few surviving structures from WWII-era TNT 
manufacturing, and later, Manhattan Project activities at LOOW, today the structure remains as one that’s both dilapidated and 
also very highly contaminated with radioactive residues.  

Years ago, this writer had a rare opportunity for a glimpse inside the shuttered Building 401 at NFSS. Inside were found gaping 
holes in the floors, basement levels and ceilings of the four-story structure, wild game and birds rampant throughout, and 
disturbing signs of unsecured radioactive waste containers stacked up against walls. The building, which is sealed off and 
inaccessible, has been on the Corps pending list of projects at NFSS for years. It intends to accelerate cleanup and complete 
demolition of 401 under the $7.750 million funding measure over the next two years. “The building has got to come down,” said 
LOOW Chief Project Engineer Bill Kowalewski, who reported the work would involve complete removal of the hazardous wastes 
found inside. 

Also planned under the funding is installation of a Department of Defense-compliant security system to address community 
concerns on accessibility and safety on the perimeters of NFSS, and bring the facility into conformance with Homeland Security 
directives. This issue was raised earlier at a Corps information session for its planned Phase IV remediation work involving the 
adjacent former Waste Water Treatment Plant on the west side NFSS, where Lewiston Town Supervisor Fred Newlin promised 
that action on this problem would be forthcoming through Slaughter’s office.
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